
How We Have Grown!How We Have Grown!
 In the five years before we expanded the church building in 2008, our parish had grown from 3,700 families to 5,800 families.  Now we 
have over 6,700 families.  We are also blessed with the largest parish school in the archdiocese, a popular Weekday Children’s Program, a 
strong CCE program, amazing Youth Ministry, countless prayer groups and small Christian communities, and over 70 established parish 
groups and ministries, including our new senior ministry.
 In 2008, we opted to delay the expansion of the Religious Education Center.  It is no surprise that today it operates at overflow capacity.  
Seven days a week, we attempt to fit our programs and classes into this building that was once the Williams Trace Baptist Church.  The 
classrooms and offices could be better-sized for our needs, and the fact is, we need more of them.  A new layout could help us to more 
efficiently meet regulations for separating children and adult activities.  The kitchen is too small… the buildings are not ADA compliant… we 
don’t have an elevator.  The needs are many.
 Recently, Father Drew spoke at Mass about these facility needs and gave parishioners the opportunity to complete a survey to help 
assess the current and future needs of the parish.  If you have not yet completed a survey, you may access it on the parish website 
(www.stlaurence.org), pick one up at the parish office, or find it on page 7 of this newsletter.  Please complete the survey and return by May 
6, either to the parish office or drop into the collection basket at Mass.  Your opinion matters.  Thank you.

        By Lee Schmoe

Alive In The Spirit

Pentecost 2012

My dear parish family,

entecost is such a key celebration of the Church, when the 
Holy Spirit came in power upon the Body of Christ once and 

for all time.  The stained glass window 
above the Baptismal Font is Pentecost, 
a fire of dynamic love inflaming the 
hearts of the Blessed Mother and the 
apostles.  It was by the Holy Spirit that 
the Second Person of the Holy Trinity 
became incarnate in Mary’s womb.  It 
is by the power of the Holy Spirit that 
the bread and wine on the altar 
become the body and blood of the 
risen, glorified Jesus Christ in the 

Eucharist.  It is by the Spirit, too, that we 
believers embrace the real, not symbolic, presence of Jesus in that 
precious sacrament.  It is by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit that the 
Catholic Church has survived, thrived, flourished and grown young 
over 2,000 tough years.

Is the Holy Spirit dwelling securely in you?  You know the signs of 
that abiding presence.  They are not of this world.  Do you possess a 
good measure of gentleness and patience?  Is that what people 
would say of you?  How about your wisdom and self-control?  Are 
moderation and chastity part of your life?  Do you have good 
judgment and courage?  How is your reverence and humility, 
kindness and joy?  Is peace flooding your soul, a peace the world 
cannot give?  We cannot live in two worlds.  In the end, one or the 
other takes us.  Let God possess you and this whole parish.

I am so happy when people tell me how they can feel the presence 
of the Holy Spirit alive in this parish.  We are alive – alive for God in 
Christ Jesus.  Have a beautiful and restful summer, everyone!

In Christ’s love,

Fr. Drew Wood, Pastor
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SPIRITUAL DIRECTORS

MEET OUR SPIRITUAL DIRECTORS
LIVING

AUTHENTICALLY
IN JESUS CHRIST

Why engage a Spiritual Director?

The Christian life is a matter of becoming 
who we already are...and all that we truly 
are!

Can you imagine that?  To some it is a 
mystery.  Seeking who we authentically are 
in Christ Jesus is a lifelong journey of discov-
ery.  It is our response to the breath of God's 
love, planted and hidden within our souls.

Many saints describe this path of knowing 
ourselves as one that has more to do with 
un-learning than learning.  It often requires 
letting go (letting go of what?) and in the 
unfolding context of that sacred journey we 
might find our faith stretched, our concept 
of God re-contextualized, and the old, famil-
iar ways of praying not serving us anymore.  
But through this process we become freer 
in knowing who we already are.  

So, who companions us on this Sacred 
Journey?  First and foremost, the Holy Spirit 
given to us at Pentecost.  But He has also 
blessed us with others who are trained to 
accompany us.  These companions are 
known as Spiritual Directors. 

And who needs a Spiritual Director?  
Anyone who wants to grow in awareness of 
who they are, anyone who desires a closer, 
personal, relationship with Christ, and 
anyone seeking to discern God’s voice 
within.  We have 18 certified Spiritual Direc-
tors here at St. Laurence.  If you are 
interested in walking your journey with a 
Spiritual Director, please contact me.

Sharon Pelton, 
Spiritual Direction Coordinator
spelton@stlaurence.com
281-265-5774
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Religious Education Fair
May 19 & 20

Off We Go -
Campus Life connects 

college students with Christ 
through community faith sharing 

With Childlike Faith- 
Preschool and Elementary CCE 

teaches the faith to the youngest among us 

In the Middle of It All- 
Middle School Youth Ministry forms 
youth on how to live out their faith

In It for Life- 
Adult Faith Formation helps adults 

discover a new depth to their
lifelong journey of faith

Living the Call -
High School Youth Ministry empowers teens to 
fully embrace their call to discipleship through 

community, teaching and sacraments

A Place Called Home-
Rite of Christian Initiation journeys 

with people who seek to 
join the Catholic Church

After all the Masses out on the Church Plaza

Come learn about our RE programs and how you can get involved. 
This is a place where you can grow more in love with Christ 

making Him the center of your life.

Go beyond just calling yourself Catholic 
to awakening within you 
a vibrant Catholic faith!

You find that by growing in your faith you not only 
take a step further in your own journey but you help your Church family to grow as well.

So take a step in your faith and come get involved in Religious Education for yourself and for others!

Look for the RE registration and program information packet in your mail the week of May 20th!



YOU ARE KNOWN
I AM THE VINE, YOU ARE THE BRANCHES...
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Pentecost 2012 5

YOU ARE KNOWN BY YOUR FRUIT

 Lots of trees and plants around here 
are setting fruit these days.  Their fruit tells 
us something about them – Jesus said, “by 
their fruits you will know them.” (Mt7:16)  
It’s also true in our own lives.

 “Now the works of the flesh are obvi-
ous: immorality, impurity, licentiousness, 
idolatry, sorcery, hatreds, rivalry, jealousy, 
outbursts of fury, acts of selfishness, 
dissensions, factions, occasions of envy, 
drinking bouts, orgies, and the like.  I warn 
you, as I warned you before, that those 
who do such things will not inherit the 
kingdom of God.  In contrast, the fruit of 
the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kind-
ness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, 
self-control.” (Gal5:19-23)

 So, what kind of fruit is in your life?  
Before Jesus ascended to the Father, he 
promised his disciples a special gift- “you 
will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
comes upon you, and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout Judea 
and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth" 
(Acts 1:8).  All the world saw the fruit 
when the disciples received the Holy 
Spirit on Pentecost!  And today, the 
Church is a living body, whose vitality is 
exactly the fruit of the invisible, Divine 
Spirit. And, if these fruits are present in 
your life, that means the Spirit is present 
and active there too.

 Through Christ’s gift of the Holy 
Spirit, the Church was born at Pentecost.  
And at our baptism, each of us is reborn 
into Christ’s body, the Church.  As with the 
first disciples, the Holy Spirit seeks to 
“bear witness” through us now.  So, where 
is your fruit? 

 Remember, Jesus said, “I am the vine, 
you are the branches.  Whoever remains 
in me and I in him will bear much fruit.” 
(Jn15:5)  With him, in his body the Church, 
we can bear good fruit, fruit that will 
endure. 

     By Fr. Tom Hawxhurst



CONFIRMATION - The Holy Spirit Is Alive At St. Laurence
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ST. LAURENCE CATHOLIC CHURCH PARISH SURVEY 2012
(Do not use the same number twice in one question. Thank you.)

NAME (optional):     

1. What do you love most about St. Laurence parish?

2. What do you dislike most about St. Laurence parish?

3. St. Laurence offers many opportunities for parishioners to grow in service, spirit, knowledge, and community. In 
 your opinion, what keeps some people from being more active in parish life?

4. How can we improve hospitality here at St. Laurence?

5. Rank these parish characteristics in the order of importance. (with 1 being the most important)
  Welcoming  Convenience
  Traditional  Multicultural
  Contemporary  Natural (landscaping)
  Liturgy  Stewardship (Time, Talent, Treasure)
  Sense of community  Other (specify) 
 

6. Rank the order of importance you place on providing these programs here in this parish. (with 1 being the most 
 important)
  Weekday children’s program  Youth ministry
  Parish school  Senior programs
  Young adults  Social concerns ministry
  Religious education (CCE)  Adult education and RCIA
  Family life ministry  Other (specify)  

7. Please prioritize these critical needs at the RE Center. (with 1 being the most important)
  Appropriate classrooms for youth catechesis
  Appropriate classrooms for weekday children’s program
  Larger dedicated youth space
  Permanent prayer space at the RE center
  Accessible meeting space for seniors
  Efficient meeting space for concurrent programs
  Appropriate support space including increased ministry storage, kitchen and accessible bathrooms
  Multipurpose gathering center
  Appropriate office space
  No changes - leave as is
 
8. What would you NOT change about the Religious Education Center?

9. What would you CHANGE about the Religious Education Center?

10. We see a need for a 300-seat sacramental chapel at the RE center for accommodating funerals, weddings, RE programs, 
 retreat center, and weekday Masses. Please select one answer.
  Strongly agree
  Agree
  No opinion
  Disagree
  Strongly disagree

10. Comments (feel free to use an additional page if necessary):
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MASS SCHEDULE
Daily Masses
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 
7:30 a.m. & 12:00 p.m.
Wednesday 7:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.
Friday 8:15 a.m. & 12:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m.
Sunday Masses
Saturday 5:00 p.m.
Sunday 7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 
11:00 a.m., 12:45 p.m., 5:00 p.m.

Misa en Español
Segundo y cuarto sábado del 
mes a 7:00 pm en La Capilla 
de la Misericordia Divina
Sacramento de Reconciliación 
en Español será ofrecido antes 
de la misa del 6:00 pm a 6:45 pm
Reconciliation
Saturday after morning Mass
Saturday 4:00 pm to 4:45 pm
Wednesday: 5:30 pm to 6:20 pm
Mon.-Thur. after morning Mass

Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston
His Eminence Daniel Cardinal DiNardo

St. Laurence Catholic Church
Rev. Drew Wood, Pastor

Rev. Santy Kurian, Parochial Vicar

Rev. Tom Hawxhurst, Parochial Vicar

Deacon Rey Arellano, Deacon Albert Bothe

Deacon Don Burns, Deacon Charles Plant

The Gifts of St. Laurence is a quarterly publication designed, written and published by St. Laurence Parishioners. 
Direct comments to Sharon Ehrenkranz, Director of Communications, at 281.980.9812 or sehrenkranz@stlaurence.org.

St. Laurence Catholic Church
3100 Sweetwater Blvd. 
Sugar Land, TX  77479
281.980.9812
For event details see our web site at www.stlaurence.org

HAVE YOU SEEN
OUR NEW LOOK?

Visit the parish website at
www.stlaurence.org

for all of the latest parish info!
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